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NBLSA






State Board of Pardons and Paroles



2 Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive, SE

Suite 458, Balcony Level, East Tower



Atlanta, Georgia, 30334-4909

Dear Board Member,
As the Death Penalty Moratorium Chair for the National Black Law Students Association, I am writing to encourage you to grant clemency to death row prisoner Troy Davis.  Troy’s case may appear for your review in the near future, and I would like to introduce you to a few facts surrounding his situation.  

In 1991, Troy Davis was accused of murdering 27-year old police officer Mark Allen MacPhail, who was shot in the parking lot of a Burger King in Savannah, Georgia.  Based entirely on witness testimony, with no weapon found and absolutely no physical evidence of any kind connecting Troy to the murder, he was convicted.  

Troy has been an exemplary prisoner for 15 years, and during that time, the vast majority of prosecution witnesses who implicated him have renounced much of their testimony.  Moreover, some have stated they were coerced into signing statements written for them by police, due to intense pressure and fear.  

Troy has campaigned to have the facts of the case heard in its entirety.  However, the federal Anti-Terrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act of 1996 was cited by Georgia state lawyers as grounds for refusing to hear new evidence that would help prove his innocence because it was not presented during appeals in state courts.  Additionally, Troy has repeatedly suffered from deficient legal representation, particularly during the appeals phase.
While NBLSA’s position is neither for nor against the death penalty, we do seek fair and justiciable application of such an irreversible punishment.  I recognize that your service on the State Board of Pardons and Paroles is a difficult one and that being completely informed of a death row inmates’ circumstance is probably invaluable.  My plea is that you ensure Troy has one final chance of a fair hearing in federal court, one that will properly review all evidence, both old and new, and properly question the reliability of the witness testimony used against him at trial.  
Evidence bears out that some 120 people have been wrongfully convicted in capital cases since 1976 in the United States - six of them from Georgia. Your power to grant clemency in death penalty cases is a critical safeguard against making the worst possible error a state can make – invoking the death penalty without complete consideration of all the evidence.  Based on the details of Troy’s 15-year struggle to prove his innocence, I respectfully appeal to you to exercise all powers vested in your office to demonstrate mercy, and grant Troy Davis clemency.  
Respectfully Submitted,

Thallen J. Womack

National Black Law Students’ Association

Death Penalty Moratorium Chair
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